
Dear Friends,

AniMeals celebrated 20 years of service in 2023! We exist because
of your commitment to fostering a more compassionate and
humane community in Missoula County. 

Look at what we accomplished together in 2023.

We Rescued: AniMeals took in 392 cats -- 181 strays, 133 owner
surrenders, and 45 cats transferred in from other facilities. If
returned post-adoption, we used any time spent in a home to
inform a better future for our felines.

We Fed: Our supporters donated 13 tons of kibble to the animal
food bank. First, we filled our shelter cat’s bellies. Then, we
distributed nearly 6.44 tons of animal food to homebound
individuals, families in crisis, and to community cat caretakers.

We Healed: AniMeals took in cats with significant, but treatable or
manageable, medical conditions largely because of our working
relationship with Animal Blessings Pet Hospital. Dr. Zirbel and her
team donated $155,000 of in-kind medical services to AniMeals
felines. Your donations covered the remaining costs of emergency
vet visits, bloodwork, dentals, and prescription medications and
food. Our partnerships are the salve that mend precious lives. 

AniMeals is excited for 2024! Our new maternity ward will isolate
vulnerable kittens from the general cat population this Kitten
Season. We also updated our standard operating procedures to
reflect the best management practices in animal care. For the first
time ever, a veterinarian is conducting in-shelter visits to create
treatment plans for our felines without driving across town. We are
improving our services every day.

The need is still great right where we are. There is no shortage of
stray cats or kitten litters showing up at our shelter door. Owner
surrender requests come in daily due to the housing crisis,
insurmountable veterinary expenses, or pet food insecurity. None
of these situations come with easy solutions, but we are well-
staffed with 10 compassionate employees equipped to help.

Thanks for believing in and supporting this transformative work.
We are strengthening the human-animal bond together.

For the Felines,

Ashley Lipscomb
Executive Director
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To save the hungry, the helpless, the lost, and the little ones
just struggling to survive; to house and feed as many animals
as possible; to ease the suffering of the weak and unloved.
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PROGRAMS DETAILS OUTCOMES
Safe & Soft
Sheltering Services

AniMeals provides exceptional care for all
felines that enter our facility, with an
emphasis on cats with medical needs and
vulnerable kittens. Each cat receives
veterinary care within two weeks of
entering the shelter. We operate 365
days a year and staff a 24/7 hotline.

96% of felines leave our shelter alive.
All cats are fixed, vaccinated,
microchipped, and dewormed before
going home. 
Animal Blessings Veterinary Hospital
waived fees for wellness exams and
reduced rates for spays and neuters.

Retention in
the Home

Pets and people are better together.
AniMeals offers a fund to help
companions cover unexpected vet
expenses, return-to-owner services
such as low-cost microchipping, and a
low-barrier animal food bank.

AniMeals approved $1300 in funds to
help 7 owned animals receive medical
treatment through the Honey Fund.
A total of 9 cats were returned to their
owners because of microchipping. 
We distributed 6.44 tons of pet food. 

At AniMeals, we save animals and value every life. We offer sanctuary for special
needs cats that are considered “unadoptable” due to physical disabilities,

behavioral issues, and emotional distress. We accept the aged, at-risk, blind,
injured, and those with treatable or manageable medical conditions like diabetes
and hyperthyroidism. We actively seek permanent, loving homes for all felines.

# of Cats Cared for by Year

Gaia's Landing This program removes barriers to
adoption for senior and special needs
cats by covering medical expenses for the
remainder of the cat's life. We pay for
exams and prescription food and drugs. 

On average, 90 cats are in this program.
We matched 34 cats with caring
companions through Gaia’s Landing. 
Since 2017, 168 cats have found homes
through Gaia’s Landing.



2023 Financial Transparency

5%95%
Admin/Fundraising
Expenses

Programs
Expenses

Sources of Income

Individual Dona�ons
45%

Grants & Founda�ons
24%

In-Kind
20%

Special Events
4%

Adop�on Fees
3%

Other
1%

Sponsorships
1%

Building for Our Friends
Capital Campaign

1%

Program  Services
1%

Total Revenue:
$759,315



AniMeals Board of Directors

Bill Rideg, Director
Attorney at Law

406.626.1500
wmez@hughes.net

Kelly Jo Jackson, Director
Archaeologist
406.241.1591

archilichus@yahoo.com

Sandy Evans, Director
Retired

406.360.2849
 sevans59803@yahoo.com

Ray Merseal, Director
Assistant Director

Residential Dining, UM
406.546.4855

rdmerseal@hotmail.com

Karyn Moltzen-President
Owner of Work Force Inc.

406.542.2320(h) 406.360.9410©
labor@workforce-inc.com

Susan Andrews Merseal -Vice President
Recruiting Coordinator

406.529.0640
suedonly@hotmail.com

Kelly Becker, Treasurer
Accountant

406.218.1233
kelly.becker@clearwatercreditunion.org

Kiley McGowen, Secretary
Workday Inc.
970.691.6637

kileymcg@yahoo.com

Crystal Fields, Director
Executive Assistant

406.370.0172
crystalboerst@yahoo.com

Pam Wright
Real Estate Servicer

406.370.1857
pamwrt@yahoo.com

AniMeals Leadership
Ashley Lipscomb, Executive Director

(non-voting member)
AniMeals 

director@animeals.com

Josephine Rodgers, Shelter Manager
(non-voting member)

AniMeals
manager@animeals.com

AniMeals gratefully acknowledges the
generous contributions of hundreds of
individuals, sponsors, foundations and
over 670 volunteers who worked tirelessly
to care for the most vulnerable animals  
throughout this extraordinary year. We
simply could not have done it without you.

to all our donors, sponsors, and
dedicated volunteers.

THANK YOU 
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